The effect of slime production on vancomycin efficacy in the treatment of experimental endocarditis due to Staphylococcus epidermidis.
We compared the efficacy of vancomycin in the treatment of experimental endocarditis caused by either a parent strain of Staphylococcus epidermidis that produced slime or a daughter strain that produced less slime. After subcutaneously administered vancomycin, we noted similar cure rates and similar microbiological characteristics of endocardial infections in rats challenged with these strains, regardless of slime produced.